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The second coming (Part 1) 
 
The Second Coming is a subject strangely silent these days whereas in the 60's and 70's it was preached 
ad nauseum, today, it is rare to hear about the end of the world and the return of Christ. 
 
Once there were churches devoted to this topic - the Baptists had Blakehurst, Bexley, Belvoir Street in 
the City - a fervent sermon each week and specialist overseas speakers were big attractions from time 
to time:  
 
the Catholics had the Redemptive Brothers who preached 'hell fire and brimstone' and that Christ 
could be here any moment and so, "you had better be ready!" 
 
There were many subscription publications like The Herald of Hope and other such pamphlets and 
books galore written about this 'could happen anytime' event  "so don't be in the picture theatre when 
Christ comes or you will be left behind': 
 
Clarify: the second coming is a complex and controversial subject which causes many disagreements, 
arguments and divisions but it is also a powerful topic when people talk sense and not use slogans 
like "the end of the world is near" - these turn people off. 
 
Matthew (24), Mark (13) and Luke (21) all record this conversation between Jesus and his disciples 
about the destruction of the Temple at Jerusalem and .... the end of the world - that was a deliberate 
pause - a pause to represent the 2000 years gone and who knows, how many more to come! 
Luke concludes his section on this subject with a sermon like ending, "watch out and keep praying 
that you can escape all that is going to happen and that the Son of Man will be pleased with you." 
 
Certainly the people of his day, loved to hear Jesus teach, Luke writes: "Jesus taught in the temple 
each day, and he spent each night on the Mount of Olives.  
 
Everyone got up early and came to the temple to hear him teach." Matthew commenting (Mat 7:29)  
"he taught them like someone with authority, and not like their teachers of the Law of Moses." 
Some people can be very boring but not Jesus! 
  
No doubt with this particular topic there was great interest too, that was certainly the case with the four 
senior disciples, Peter, James, John and Andrew – the two sets of brothers who privately asked about 
his prediction that the Temple would be destroyed, Mark & Luke say they asked him two questions:  
(1) "When will these things happen?" 
(2) "What will be the sign that they are about to take place?" 
 
Jesus answers both questions - we will look at his answer in a moment. 
 
First, the Temple: it stood out above and beyond anything and everything in Jerusalem. It was larger 
than York Minister (one of the largest Cathedrals in Northern Europe – built in 1338) and it had a 
façade of gold shining in the sun and it was a magnificent view from Mount Olivet.  
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Parts of it was so majestic as to be stunning – not the least were the large hewn stones it was built out 
of - some measured 30ft or 9mtrs in length. Hence, the comment from one of the disciples, “Look, 
Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings.”  
 
To the Jews, nothing was as solid and as stable as this building:  it majestically stood there as the 
symbol of God’s presence with His people Israel. 
 
To suggest, as Jesus did, that “not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down” 
would have been regarded as insane. 
 
So, these four 'senior' disciples, wanted to know, “when”  it was going to happen and, “what”  would 
be the early indicators of it taking place - two questions about the Temple and nothing else. 
 
Matthew adds another dimension to the disciple’s questions by adding in (24:3ff) "and what will be 
the sign of your coming and of the close of the age?’"  In essence then it becomes two events - the 
fall of Jerusalem and ... the end of the world - that deliberate pause again! 
 
Accordingly, Jesus talks about two major events like two mountains – one standing behind the other: 
the front mountain distorting the distance between it and the mountain behind it - they could be a 
couple of kilometres apart or a hundred or more! 
What is a thousand years to the Lord? 
The first mountain represents the destruction of the Temple which was flattened with the fall of 
Jerusalem in AD70.  The Romans crucified so many people they ran out of trees for crosses and the 
blood of those killed with swords ran ankle deep down the street.  It was a most violent and horrendous 
time - the Temple left in broken condition to this day. 
 
The second mountain standing behind the first and is still yet to come, is the end of the age: the 
ultimate event in human history that will precipitate the return of Christ in power and glory and 
authority to 'shorten' those terrible days of global destruction. 
 
Matthew (24.21) and Mark both write,  "This will be the worst time of suffering since the beginning 
of the world, and nothing this terrible will ever happen again. If God doesn't make the time shorter, 
no one will be left alive. But because of God's elect, he will make the time shorter." 
 
Unfortunately, it is this part of the second coming that is subject to much speculation and wild 
interpretations: every detail is spelt out and embellished and texts from all over the Bible are welded in 
to increase the horror of it. 
 
Listen again to what Jesus said to the disciples in his answer to them and look at it from our 
perspective today - 2,000 years closer to that second mountain. 
 
First, he said: "Nations and kingdoms will go to war against each other."  
 
Throughout history, there has always been war and nations and kingdoms have formed their respective 
allegiances and fought out their differences on the battlefield. 
 
However they are getting bigger and more destructive and the battlefield has shifted into civilian life - 
certainly, the two wars of last century has most people speculating that no-one will survive a third 
world war.  
 
Second, he said: "There will be earthquakes in many places" This is an interesting statement because 
back then, they knew of earthquakes but nothing like we do today. 
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Today we have 8000 monitors around the world and they record a consistent number of 50 earthquakes 
a day or 20,000 a year at low magnitude of up to 4. 
 
According to the US Geological Society, since the year 1900 there has been an average of 17 
earthquakes a year between 4 and 7 and 1 great earthquake a year of 8 or above - these figures are so 
consistent, geologists expect one great earthquake each and every year. 
 
Third, he said: "people will starve to death". 
People starved to death in the days Jesus walked the earth. If the Jewish women were not 
compassionate, all lepers and blind people would have died of starvation. 
 
According to WHO, hunger is the single gravest threat to the world's public health - six million 
children die of hunger every year and malnutrition currently affects about 925 million people, or 
about 14% of the world population. 
 
In the Asian, African and Latin American countries, well over 500 million people are living in what 
the World Bank has called "absolute poverty."  
 
The WHO estimates that one-third of the world is well-fed, one-third is under-fed one-third is 
starving.  
 
Fourth and final thing he said, 
"But before the end comes, the good news must be preached to all nations."  
 
According to Wycliffe bible translators, the total number of languages in the world is 6,800. 
 
In 2011, the number of languages without a bible in their native language is 2,000. 
 
However, the number of translations currently in progress is nearly 1,500. 
 
Of these 1,500, already 1,223 have a understanding in their "heart" language and 471 have access to 
the Bible in a language they understand. 
  
Taking that literally, there is just over 300 translations left to do for the gospel to reach the whole 
world. 
 
Altogether, these things, national and international conflicts are now a constant and potent threat to life 
as are earthquakes and the damage they do, starvation is ravaging life and the gospel is all but 
translated to every language and culture in the world, these figures are saying something to us. 
 
Add to this the unparalleled decline of christianity over the past 50 years: Paul wrote to Timothy, (1Ti 
4:1)  "God's Spirit clearly says that in the last days many people will turn from their faith. They will 
be fooled by evil spirits and by teachings that come from demons."  
 
During the unparalleled decline in christianity, at the same time secularism has increased, Islam 
doubled and capping all that off, whilst the West has been reducing nuclear arms under the SALT 
agreement, several unstable nations now have access to nuclear weapons ... it is easy to jump to 
conclusions! 
 
I conclude by reminding you of the assurance Jesus gives us. 
 
He has assured us that the role of the christian church during the time - the distance between the two 
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mountains, is unquestionably one of suffering: there have been more christians persecuted and 
murdered at this end of history than under Roman rule. 
 
In his teaching Jesus is using the events associated with the immediate Jewish crisis – the fall of 
Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple, to foreshadow those connected with the ultimate global 
crisis at the end of the age, and this explains why the two are interwoven so closely. 
 
On this basis, Israel is on centre stage. Back then it was Israel verses the central power of the day - 
Rome.  In the future it will be the same, Israel verses the central power of the day - whatever it will be! 
 
Back then, Rome had the power to destroy Jerusalem and its Temple and it did - the nation was all but 
destroyed. Today, Israel and their traditional enemies have access to the power to destroy the world, 
and they might well precipitate it by starting something no-one can finish except the return of the Lord 
Jesus. 

_____________________________ 


